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National Trangortation ety Board NTSB ID: ERAO09FA376 Most Critical Injury: Fatal
(@] P
PREL M3 N_ARY_ R_EPORT Occurrence Date: 07/05/2009 Investigated By: NTSB
AM“_[AE:!;@N Occurrence Type: Accident

Location/Time

Nearest City/Place State Zip Code Local Time Time Zone

Raphine VA 24472 1002 EDT

Aircraft Information

Registration Number Aircraft Manufacturer Model/Series Number
N578DC PILATUS PC-12/45

Type of Aircraft: Airplane Amateur Built Aircraft? No

Injury Summary: Fatal 4 Serious Minor None
Revenue Sightseeing Flight: No Air Medical Transport Flight: No

Narrative

Brief narrative statement of facts, conditions and circumstances pertinent to the accident/incident:

On July 5, 2009, about 1002 eastern daylight time, a Pilatus PC12/45, N578DC, registered to
Nicholas Elliott & Jordan LLC, impacted in a pasture near Raphine, Virginia, following an in-flight
loss of control. Visual meteorological conditions (VMC) prevailed in the area of the accident site
and an instrument flight rules (IFR) flight plan was filed and activated for the 14 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 91 personal flight from Teterboro Airport (TEB), Teterboro, New Jersey, to
Tampa Executive Airport (VDF), Tampa, Florida. The airplane was destroyed by impact and the
certificated private pilot and three passengers were killed.

According to preliminary air traffic control (ATC) information, the IFR flight plan intended the
cruise portion of the flight to be flown at flight level (FL) 260. The flight departed TEB about
0824:45, and while en route, ATC communications were transferred to several facilities. The
airplane was ultimately cleared to FL300.

Approximately 0926, the pilot established contact with the R52 sector of the Washington Air Route
Traffic Control Center (Washington ARTCC) and advised the controller that the flight was at FL300.
While in radio contact with the controller, the flight remained at FL300 on a southwesterly

heading. Approximately 0953, the pilot asked the controller if he saw an area ahead clear of
weather. The controller responded that ground based weather radar was depicting heavy weather ahead
from his three to nine o’clock positions. The pilot then requested to deviate 40 to 50 degrees to

the right which was approved. Approximately 0954, ATC communications were transferred from the R52
sector to the R37 sector of the Washington ARTCC.

Preliminary ATC information further indicated that the pilot contacted the R37 sector controller
approximately 0954 and requested a climb to FL320, which was approved.

Preliminary radar data indicated the airplane reached a maximum altitude of FL310 while flying in a
southwesterly direction. It then descended toward FL308 and turned to a westerly heading. The
flight remained on the westerly heading until 0959:43, when the flight turned to the left and
proceeded on a southerly heading at FL308.

Approximately 1000, ATC communications were transferred back to the R52 sector controller, and
during the pilot's first contact with the controller, he stated that he needed a “...little dee gee
heading | lost my panel...” and was in the weather. The R52 sector controller questioned the pilot
about what he had lost and whether he needed a heading. The pilot did not clarify for the
controller what panel he was referring to but responded that he needed a heading. The controller
then questioned whether the pilot was clear of weather and the pilot replied he was. The controller
provided a heading of 230 degrees, for radar vectors to the JOINN intersection.

The preliminary radar data depicted the airplane flying in a southerly direction between 1001:01,
and 1001:38. Approximately 1001, the pilot advised the controller that his altitude was going to
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Narrative (Continued)

“move a little bit.”

The controller immediately advised the flight crew of an airliner (call sign Blue Streak 503) that
was climbing below the accident airplane to stop their ascent, and to maintain FL290. The
controller then asked the accident pilot to advise him if he would be unable to maintain above
FL300 due to traffic. The pilot did not respond. The controller repeated the partial call sign of
the accident airplane and the pilot responded that the flight was in a descent with the rest of his
transmission being unintelligible. There was no further recorded transmission from the accident
pilot.

Preliminary radar data recorded between 1001:34, and 1002:06, showed the accident airplane
beginning a right descending turn. The last two radar targets that had altitude information showed
that the airplane descended from FL287 to FL221 in 14 seconds.

The captain of Blue Streak 503 reported that while climbing through FL 260, he and his first
officer heard the pilot of the accident airplane make a report that he had “lost a panel.” At no

point during the entire event did the crew of Blue Streak 503 receive an advisory or resolution
advisory on their Traffic Alert and Collision Avoidance System (TCAS) display. The accident
airplane’s heading on their TCAS appeared to curve around on their Multi Function Display. The
weather conditions at FL 260 were solid IMC with no icing, and the on board weather radar depicted
some green for light precipitation in the area even though there was no rain on the windscreen.
There was no convective activity depicted on their weather radar, and the ride conditions consisted
of light chop. Shortly after the accident, Blue Streak descended to FL 240, on a heading of 180
degrees, and encountered VMC with on overcast layer below.

A person on the ground heard a sound that he associated with a jet type engine in distress. He went
outside and looked up but was unable to see anything. He went back inside and again heard a similar
sound, with a sound that he thought was an airplane climbing and then descending. The sound then
went silent followed by a deep thud.

Examination of the accident site revealed the airplane’s heading at the initial impact was
approximately 032 degrees magnetic, while the energy path of wreckage debris was oriented on a
magnetic heading of 304 degrees. The airplane was nearly completely fragmented with the exception
of the vertical stabilizer with attached rudder and rudder trim tab.

Updated on Jul 23 2009 3:35PM
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Occurrence Date: 07/05/2009

Occurrence Type: Accident

Other Aircraft Involved

Registration Number

Aircraft Manufacturer

Model/Series Number

Accident Information

Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Accident Occurred During:

Crew Name

Certificate No.

Injury

Pilot On File

On File

Fatal

5

6

Operator Information

Name
NICHOLAS ELLIOTT & JORDAN LLC

Operator Designator Code

Doing Business As

Street Address
8875 HIDDEN RIVER PKWY

City
TAMPA

State Zip Code

FL 33637-1035

-Type of Certificate(s) Held: None

Air Carrier Operating Certificate(s):

Operating Certificate:

Operator Certificate:

Regulation Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation

Type of Flight Operations Conducted: Personal

Flight Plan/ltinerary

Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Last Departure Point |

Teterboro

State Airport Identifier

NJ TEB

Destination

Tampa

State Airport Identifier
FL VDF

Weather Information

Investigator's Source: Unknown

Facility ID: SHD

Observation Time (Local): 1000

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered

2800 Ft. AGL

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast

3400 Ft. AGL Visibility: 7

SM Altimeter: 30.00

"Hg
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Weather Information (Continued from page 2)
Temperature: 18 °C | Dew Point: 16 °C | Wind Direction:
Wind Speed: Calm Kts. Gusts: Kts. Weather Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions

Administration Data

Notification From Date
FAA Eastern ROC

FAA District Office/Coordinator Investigator-In-Charge (1IC)
FAA/AAI-100 . .
Bob Hendrickson Timothy W. Monville
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